Steps in Resource Selection for Research

1) Database selection:  determine type of material needed (book, article, etc.)

All of these resources are accessed through the BMCC Library gateway,

<http://www.bluecc.edu/library/>

Select the  Find Books and Videos   or the   Find Articles   categories at the top of the Library home page to find discipline-specific resources.

· Monographs (books, videos, DVDs, other individual items published [usually singly] on a single topic) are found in:

· BMCC Catalog  (use the <Our Catalog> link) for items owned by the BMCC Library; 

· SageCat for items that usually can be obtained quickly (3-10 days): use <http://eos.eou.edu/> to reach the All Sage Libraries catalog
· WorldCat for items that can be obtained usually within a week to a few weeks via InterLibrary Loan.
· Journal articles, reviews, etc.  are found in:

· Appropriate indexes and databases (e.g. EBSCOhost Web, CINAHL): consider access, content, scope, languages, geographical coverage of databases

2) Database searching

· interfaces vary; look for and read directions on the screen

· determine useful keywords that will gain access to articles about your topic (can be names, dates, movements, geographical locations, etc.) See our handout, Defining Your research Topic.
· TIP:  when you find a useful article citation in a database, look at the subject headings assigned to that article by the Indexers and use one that fits your topic to expand your search.  You can “click” on the subject headings because they are links.  NOTE:  This will take you out of your current search list; use the browser’s back arrow to return.

3) Ongoing evaluation of results:  Change keywords or subjects when necessary

4) Source retrieval:  how to locate items cited in the databases

· Look up the title of the source (usually a journal title) in Our Catalog to see if BMCC owns the journal in which the article appears.  Do not try to look up the title of an article in a book catalog. 

· If BMCC does not own the journal (or the volume of the journal) that you need, fill out an InterLibrary Loan request.  You can do this online from the Library home page.
